Actions Librarians Can Take

As Librarians

· Stay informed about scholarly communications developments.

· Encourage your library to develop a campus communications program on scholarly communication issues.  The program might include public symposia, distribution of brochures, such as Create Change, meetings with individual faculty departments, or meetings with members of editorial boards.   

· Educate individual faculty, staff, students, university administrators, and other librarians (!) on scholarly communications issues, including the business practices of different journal publishers and their impact on the health of the system of scholarly communication.

· Encourage discussion of scholarly communications issues in your library. 

· Investigate your campus intellectual property policies and participate in their development.  

· Consider rejecting bundled or aggregated license agreements that are unreasonably priced -- or that lack reasonable access provisions -- and issue a public statement explaining why.

· Consider canceling unreasonably expensive journals and issue a public statement explaining why.

· Negotiate with vendors of electronic content (journals and databases) for full access by walk-in patrons and the right to use the content for interlibrary loan and electronic reserves.

· Include Open Access (OA) journals in the library catalog.

· Work with your campus to launch an open-access, OAI-compliant institutional eprint repository, for both texts and data.

· Help faculty deposit their research articles in the institutional repository. To create momentum, the library could help faculty put their past publications into digital form, deposit them in the repository, and enter the relevant metadata.

· Consider publishing an open-access journal.

· Help OA journals launched at the university become known to other libraries, indexing services, potential funders, authors, and readers.

· Consider offering to assure the long-term preservation of some specific body of OA content.

· Consider redirecting some funds from the materials budget to pay author fees for faculty who publish in Open Access journals.

· Consider buying institutional memberships in organizations such as the Scholarly Publishing and Academic Resources Coalition [SPARC], the Public Library of Science PloS, BioMed Central, or other groups that seek to increase broad and cost-effective access to peer reviewed scholarship.

As Professionals

· Encourage discussion of and programming on scholarly communications issues in your professional associations.

· Encourage your professional associations to adopt publishing policies that support authors’ rights to deposit their work in open access repositories.

· Encourage your professional associations to consider open access publishing, such as launching an open access journal or converting a subscription-based journal to open access.  

As Reviewers, Authors, Editors


See list of actions for faculty 

